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manufacturing of gases was inaugurated, and an effort was
made to educate the people against chemical warfare.
The Anglo-Italian tension converted the Mediterranean
coasts into danger zones, and it was necessary to strengthen
the defences at Cartagena and the Balearic Islands, which in
a short time were secure and well fortified.
It was now the middle of December, 1935. There was a
plan of rearmament within three years and a complete plan
of national defence drawn up by the General Staff. The
soldiers without prestige to whom Azana had confided the
duties of greatest responsibility were eliminated. An extra-
ordinary grant of one billion one hundred million had been
accepted by the Council of Ministers, which was to be
spent almost entirely in Spain.
The plan had all the elements essential for a grandiose
work. But in a Spain shot through with revolution it was
impossible. So impossible that it did not even get started.
On December 19 the crisis was declared. It was the last
crisis. After it came the storm of blood and bullets.
The Minister of War was the recipient of an unforgettable
farewell on the part of the personnel of the Ministry. General
Franco bade him goodbye in the name of all the others:
"Never has the army felt itself to be in better hands than
under this administration. Honour and discipline, the basic
concepts, have been restored/'
And he added, "To signify to what extent honesty has
been the only rule of action of the War Ministry, it is suffi-
cient to relate a simple episode: There was a proposal for an
appointment. Three names were under consideration, three
officers whose names had been brought together by the same
circumstances and who had the same qualifications. The
Minister of War had to decide from among these three
names. I pointed out that any one of them was capable and
could undertake the duty brilliantly, but in all honesty I told